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At this stage of his affairs, Palissy became
melancholy and almost hopeless, and seems to
have all but broken down. He wandered gloomily
about the fields near Saintes, his clothes hanging
in tatters, and himself worn to a skeleton. In
a curious passage in his writings he describes how
the calves of his legs had disappeared, and were
no longer able with the help of garters to hold
tip his stockings, which fell about his heels when
he walked. His family continued to reproach
him for his recklessness, and his neighbours cried
shame upon him for his obstinate folly. So he
returned for a time to his former calling; and
after about a year's diligent labour, during which
he earned bread for his household and somewhat
recovered his character among his neighbours, he
again resumed his darling enterprise. But though
he had already spent about ten years in the search
fox the enamel, it cost him nearly eight more
years of experimental plodding before he perfected
his invention. He gradually learned dexterity and
certainty of result by experience, gathering prac-
tical knowledge out of many failures. Every mis-
hap was a fresh lesson to him, teaching him some-
thing new about the nature of enamels, the qual-
ities of argillaceous earths, the tempering of
clays, and the construction and management of
furnaces.

At last, after sixteen years' labour, Palissy
took heart, and called himself Potter. These